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Dear Chair, 

I am speaking on behalf of Birdlife international, Conservation International, RSPB, The Nature 
Conservancy, the Wildlife Conservation Society and WWF international. 

We welcome this virtual session of SBSTTA-24 and commend the efforts by the Chair, 
Secretariat and others to advance the discussions about critical issues for biodiversity in the 
face of the pandemic, in particular with regards to the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

OEWG2 requested SBSTTA-24 to carry out a scientific and technical review of the updated 
goals and targets, and related indicators and baselines. 

A fundamental aspect of this review should be to assess whether the set of goals and targets 
are comprehensive and ambitious enough to address the current biodiversity crisis. In other 
words: is what is being proposed enough to achieve the 2030 mission.  Putting nature on a path 
to recovery must lead to a nature-positive world by 2030, if we want to achieve the 2050 Vision 
of ‘living in harmony with nature’. 

The updated zero draft states that urgent policy action globally, regionally and nationally is 
required to transform economic, social and financial models (…)’. Furthermore, it commits to 
important principles, such as a rights-based approach, intergenerational equity, the full and 
effective participation of women, Indigenous Peoples and local communities, and the need for 
synergies. 
 
Whilst we strongly support these essential components of a successful framework, we believe 
that the document falls short of providing a framework for transformative change needed to 
achieve a nature-positive world by 2030. In some instances, the updated draft is even less 
ambitious than the zero draft document, published ahead of OEWG-2.  

1. In particular, we find the draft framework inadequately addresses the drivers of 
biodiversity loss, many of which can ultimately be attributed to the footprint of our 
consumption and production. Whilst the Note by the Executive Secretary 
(CBD/SBSTTA/24/3/Add.2) observes that many of the drivers are addressed in the 
updated zero draft1, we observe that the framework does not do this in a way that is 
sufficiently comprehensive or ambitious. The GBF must explicitly identify key sectors that 
drive biodiversity loss (agriculture and food systems, forestry, fisheries, infrastructure, 
mining and finance), and include measurable targets for these sectors to achieve just 
and equitable transformations by 2030.  

2. The post-2020 framework must more effectively integrate governance, human rights, 
and fair and equitable sharing of benefits and costs. The rights-based approach and 

1 CBD/SBSTTA/24/3/Add.2. Scientific and technical information to support the review of the proposed goals and 
targets in the updated zero draft of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework 
 

1 



inclusiveness should not only be mentioned  in the theory of change. Recognizing and 
securing rights, including land rights of IPLC and women, should be addressed 
consistently throughout the goals and targets, including the right to a safe, clean and 
healthy environment. 

3. The finance-related aspects require a more comprehensive and ambitious approach that 
addresses the need (1) to align financial flows with biodiversity conservation, through a 
specific target; (2) to increase resources from domestic and international, public and 
private sources, and; (3) to eliminate or repurpose incentives, including subsidies, that 
are harmful to biodiversity.  

4. Finally, this virtual setting caused by the coronavirus pandemic very strongly highlights 
the importance of biodiversity for human health and well-being: we need to make sure 
that the framework adequately incorporates the value of biodiversity for health and more 
specifically contributes to the reduction of the risk of pandemic outbreaks.  

  
Together with this brief statement, we have submitted detailed suggestions for the goals and 
targets in the updated zero draft of the framework.  
 
Our organizations look forward to working with Parties towards the adoption of an ambitious and 
evidence-based Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework that builds on global momentum for a 
carbon neutral and nature-positive recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, by as early as 2030. 
 

Thank you. 
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